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Elementary & Middle School Textbook Adoption Proposals
● ELA 5th Grade
● ELA 6th Grade

High School Textbook Adoption Proposals
● AP United States History
● Physical Science
● Calculus
● Spanish II
● German I
● German IV & AP



OPS Textbook Adoption Process

1. Teachers review multiple textbooks using the following criteria and tools:
a. Readability
b. Standards Alignment
c. Design, Layout, Visual Appeal
d. Textbook Features
e. Guidelines for Identifying Bias is Curriculum and Materials

2. Approval process by Department Chairs (KMS) or Area Coordinators (OHS).

3. Presentation & approval by District Advisory Council.

4. Presentation to Board of Education. 



Process for 2019-2020

May 11- Presentation of recommended textbooks

June 1- Board approval of recommended textbooks for content, not 
funding

June- During budgeting process, approved textbooks will be prioritized by 
critical needs for Board review

June- Board approval of funding for textbooks 



ELA 5th Grade



CURRENT REALITY

● Curriculum materials have been created by ELA department 
● No online textbook or supplemental resources
● As almost all 5th grade teachers provide ELA instruction; 

common textbooks and supplemental curriculum materials 
would enhance alignment and support MTSS for all students 



REVIEW PROCESS

● Identified review team
● Identified resources to review
● Creation of textbook adoption evaluation guide

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ik42U2m0ivKqcsV5uD0YkOS_2nXkzSwkNuDlNrQMVcA/edit?usp=sharing


RESOURCES REVIEWED

● Ingham ISD preview of materials (Spring, 2017)
● Connected with like-districts 

○ StudySync
○ Units of Study:  Lucy Calkins
○ MyView: Pearson
○ Into Literature- HMH



Pearson myView Literacy, Grade 5

Proposal Includes:
● Student Print Workbooks
● Student Digital Courseware
● Teacher Edition Package
● Student Leveled Readers
● Small Group Instruction Guide
● Intervention Package
● Teacher Assessment Package
● Read Aloud Trade Book Library

https://www.savvas.com/index.cfm?locator=PS36Cc&PMDBSOLUTIONID=6724&PMDBSITEID=2781&PMDBCATEGORYID=3289&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=157161
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● Research based on all fronts:
○ Reading-thinking strategies

■ First Read/ Close Read
■ Notice, Annotate, Connect, Respond

○ Scaffold of learning:  whole group, small group, independent work
○ Writing embedded through each unit (Will need to continue to support)

■ Process of writing and Modeling of writing
○ Reflection on each unit

● Diverse reading selections - highlighting authors from varied religious and 
cultural backgrounds, variety of different genres included

● Pictures within text connect to our student population



Pilot results

● Components that will further enhance teaching 
and learning:

○ Technology component
○ Differentiation options
○ ELL lessons
○ Common assessments
○ Flexibility to “Okemize” with variety of options
○ Ease of use for teachers
○ Texts of interest for students
○ Connections to science and social studies

EdReport Findings:

Alignment- Meets Expectations

Usability- Meets Expectations 

https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/myview-literacy-2020


ELA 6th Grade



CURRENT REALITY

● Last adoption- 2006
● Instructional materials lack current connections for students
● Lack in diverse content
● Online resources have expired

 



REVIEW PROCESS

● Identified review team
● Identified resources to review
● Creation of textbook adoption evaluation guide

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ik42U2m0ivKqcsV5uD0YkOS_2nXkzSwkNuDlNrQMVcA/edit?usp=sharing


RESOURCES REVIEWED

● Ingham ISD preview of materials (Spring, 2017)
● Connected with like-districts 

○ StudySync
○ Units of Study:  Lucy Calkins
○ MyPerspectives
○ Into Literature
○ Connections



Pearson myPerspectives English 
Language Arts, Grade 6

Proposal Includes:
● Student Print Consumables
● Student Digital Courseware
● Teacher Editions
● Classroom Set Trade Books/Novels 

https://www.savvas.com/index.cfm?locator=PS2rBh&PMDbSiteId=2781&PMDbSolutionId=6724&PMDbSubSolutionId=&PMDbCategoryId=3289&PMDbSubCategoryId=28138&PMDbSubjectAreaId=&PMDbProgramId=144499
https://www.savvas.com/index.cfm?locator=PS2rBh&PMDbSiteId=2781&PMDbSolutionId=6724&PMDbSubSolutionId=&PMDbCategoryId=3289&PMDbSubCategoryId=28138&PMDbSubjectAreaId=&PMDbProgramId=144499
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● Research based on all fronts:
○ Reading-thinking strategies

■ First Read/ Close Read
■ Notice, Annotate, Connect, Respond

○ Scaffold of learning:  whole group, small group, independent work
○ Writing embedded through each unit

■ Process of writing and Modeling of writing
○ Reflection on each unit
○ Assessment questions require students to use higher order thinking skills

● Diverse reading selections - highlighting authors from varied religious and 
cultural backgrounds

● Pictures within text connect to our student population
● Videos to model student expectations



Pilot Results

● Components that will further enhance teaching 
and learning:

○ Online access for textbook and resources
○ Differentiation
○ ELL supports
○ Flexibility to “Okemize” with variety of options
○ Ease of use for teachers
○ Texts of interest for students

EdReport Findings:

Alignment- Meets Expectations

Usability- Meets Expectations

https://www.edreports.org/reports/detail/myperspectives-2017-6


Professional Development

● Pilots happened during 2019-20 school year
● Proposal Includes PD from Pearson:

○ Initial Pearson Training at each grade level
○ Ongoing program webinars throughout the year
○ Ongoing Consulting Services throughout the year

● PLC time during 2020-21
○ Monitor implementation and components as a grade level team



Vertical Curriculum Alignment

K- 4th Grade- Pearson Reading Street (adopted 2009, ELA review planned for 20-21)

5th Grade- Pearson myView Literacy (recommended for 20-21)

6th Grade- Pearson myPerspectives ELA (recommended for 20-21)

7th Grade- Pearson myPerspectives ELA (adopted and implemented 19-20)

8th Grade- Pearson myPerspectives ELA (adopted and implemented 19-20)



Questions?

5th Grade English Dept. Chair- Jennifer Holcomb
6th Grade English Dept. Chair- Kristie Howart
Kinawa 5-6 Principal-Steve Stierley



AP U.S. History



America's History Text Preview

AP U.S. History      Last Adopted: 2013-14
Current Reality:
-Books in poor condition
-No online textbooks or supplement options
-Not aligned with the current AP U.S. History test/curriculum

Rationale for selection: 
America’s History has a good variety of resources beyond the textbook for both 
students and teachers. The textbook is comprehensive, but accessible. 
Throughout the text there are hints and information to help students on the AP 
test. Each chapter includes a good variety of images, primary sources, maps, 
and charts. There are a variety of voices from the time period in each chapter as 
well to offer a variety of perspectives. There are also multiple ways in each 
chapter for students to practice their historical thinking skills. The online 
launchpad that is available offers an online textbook where students can 
highlight, listen to the text and add notes. The launchpad also includes practice 
test questions that adapts to student understanding of the materials, allowing for 
individualized instruction for all students. 

Known for its clear, insightful analytical narrative and balanced approach, America’s 
History brings America’s diverse past to life. An accessible and balanced narrative 
with built-in primary sources and skills-based pedagogy gives students practice in 
thinking historically. Enhanced with a wealth of digital content in LaunchPad, the ninth 
edition provides easily assignable options for instructors and novel ways for students 
to master the content. Integrated with LearningCurve, an adaptive online resource 
that helps students retain the material and come to class prepared.

https://www.macmillanlearning.com/college/us/product/Americas-History-Volume-1/p/1319060609?selected_tab=Preview
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Questions?

OHS Social Studies Area Coordinator- 
Danielle Ives



Calculus



Calculus for AP® is designed specifically to support the course 
frameworks for AP® Calculus AB and AP® Calculus BC. Ron Larson 
has partnered with an AP® Calculus teacher to develop a series that 
meets the needs of the AP® Calculus course while helping students 
develop mathematical knowledge conceptually. With a clear focus on 
course demands, Calculus for AP® introduces content in the 
sequence most preferred by AP® Calculus teachers, resulting in more 
complete content coverage.

Calculus Textbook
 Table of Contents

Calculus      Last Adopted: 2006
Current Reality:
-Books in poor condition
-No online textbooks or supplement options

Rationale for selection: 

This is the most recent edition of the textbook we have been using since 
2007. The textbook is thorough in the explanations and presentation of the 
basics of calculus. The additional online resources will allow students to have 
another way to assist them in their learning of calculus. These resources will 
help the teachers to create more ways to present the materials to class. 

https://ngl.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=4294918395+201&Ntk=P_EPI&Ntt=1809456330178507079820190516203846707&Ntx=mode%2Bmatchallpartial&title=new_us&homePage=false
https://ngl.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=4294918395+201&Ntk=P_EPI&Ntt=1809456330178507079820190516203846707&Ntx=mode%2Bmatchallpartial&title=new_us&homePage=false
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Questions?

OHS Math Area Coordinator- 
Nita Carpenter



Physical Science



Physical Science      Last Adopted: 2011

Current Reality:
-Shift in science standards to Next Generation Science Standards with increased focus on inquiry, 
investigation and phenomena. 

-Multiple free, digital Open Sources are used for content 

-No online textbooks or supplemental materials

-Physical Science course is unique to Okemos High School: Combines Physical Science standards & 
Earth and Space standards

Rationale for selection: 

The Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) require students to approach science with an 
inquiry based application. The current print textbooks can be used as a resource, but must be 
supplemented. The following digital resources will allow us to engage our students fully in NGSS, 
utilize the district’s 1:1 initiative, and supplement current instruction to allow for better 
understanding with quick and meaningful feedback. 



ExploreLearning Gizmos

● Digital, interactive simulations

● Inquiry Based allowing students to discover connections and 

explain phenomena related to the Next Generation Science 

Standards

● Students are able to collect data, analyze results and form 

hypotheses

● Piloting during COVID-19 online instruction

https://www.explorelearning.com/


ExploreLearning Gizmos
● Unit 1 - Origin of the Universe & Our 

Solar System 
○ H-R Diagram 
○ Big Bang Theory - Hubble’s Law 
○ Nuclear Reactions 

● Unit 2 - Climate Change 
○ Water Pollution 
○ Carbon Cycle 
○ Greenhouse Effect 

● Unit 3 - Alternative Energy 
○ Energy Conservation 
○ Household Energy Use 

● Unit 4 - The Earth 
○ Building Pangaea 
○ Plate Tectonics 
○ Earthquakes 1 - Recording 

Station & 2 - Determination of 
Epicenter 

○ Convection Cells 

● Unit 5 - Waves 
○ Waves 
○ Longitudinal Waves 
○ Refraction 
○ Ripple Tank 
○ Color Absorption 
○ Basic Prism 
○ Laser Reflection 
○ Doppler Shift 
○ Hearing: Frequency & Volume 

● Unit 6 - Electricity & Magnetism 
○ Circuits 
○ Advanced Circuits 
○ Pith Ball Lab 
○ Magnetism 
○ Electromagnetic Induction 

● Unit 7 - Forces 
○ Crumple Zones 
○ Moment of Inertia 
○ Fan Cart Physics 

● Unit 8 - Energy 
○ Roller Coaster Physics

● Unit 9 - Chemistry Periodic Table 
○ Average Atomic Mass 
○ Element Builder 
○ Periodic Trends 

● Unit 10 - Chemistry Reactions 
○ Ionic Bonds 
○ Covalent Bonds 
○ Chemical Equations 

● Unit 11 - Nuclear 
○ Nuclear Decay 

https://www.explorelearning.com/


ExploreLearning Gizmos

https://www.explorelearning.com/


EdPuzzle

● Online tool that turns YouTube or teacher made videos into 

interactive lessons. 

● Teachers can assign videos to the class, track students’ 

progress, and check their understanding.

● Allows teachers to tailor content specifically to Okemos High 

School and our Physical Science course

● Piloted by some teachers throughout                               

2019-2020 school year

https://edpuzzle.com/


EdPuzzle

https://edpuzzle.com/


PearDeck
● Add-on for Google Slides or Powerpoint
● Allows teachers to transform static slides into interactive ones 

○ Multiple choice, free response, draggable icons, labeling, and 
drawing

● Syncs to Google Classroom
○ Displays students’ names and response 
○ Teachers can see if students are absent, need help, or off-task. 

● Gives all students a voice in sharing ideas and responses 
● Allows teachers to highlight exemplar responses, thought-provoking 

remarks that warrant further discussion, or common mistakes 
anonymously.

● Options for differentiated instruction and assessment
● Piloted by one teacher during 2019-20 school year

https://www.peardeck.com/googleslides


PearDeck

https://www.peardeck.com/googleslides


Questions?

OHS Science Area Coordinators- 
Danielle Tandoc & Megan Stadt



Spanish II



Auténtico is a comprehensive Spanish language curriculum for 
middle grades and high school. It immerses students in authentic 
Spanish language and cultural experiences through text, video, 
audio, and online learning. Frequent exposure to authentic 
resources increases engagement, improves reading proficiency, 
and gives students confidence to take learning beyond the 
classroom. Auténtico meets ACTFL World-Readiness Standards 
for Learning Languages, providing a powerful link between 
communication and culture.

Auténtico 2 Overview
Spanish II      Last Adopted: 2008

Current Reality:
-Out of date textbook
-Poor condition of books
-No online textbooks or resources
-Last year Spanish I curriculum was updated, and this 
textbook for Spanish II will maintain fluid, appropriate 
Spanish curriculum.

Rationale for selection: 
This new textbook includes more pertinent, updated, 
and culturally appropriate materials, which will 
enhance student learning and applicability to the 
outside world. This textbooks series aligns with the 5 
C’s, determined by the American Council of Teachers 
of Foreign Language: communication, cultures, 
communities, connections, and comparisons. These 
standards provide students with a solid foundation for 
learning a language that will allow them to be more 
successful in the future. 

https://www.savvas.com/index.cfm?locator=PS2xP2&PMDBSOLUTIONID=6724&PMDBSITEID=2781&PMDBCATEGORYID=813&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=149421
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Questions?

OHS World Language Area Coordinator- 
Melissa Samluk



German I



Meet Deutsch Aktuell, a program where students interact with German language and 
culture through engaging activities and group or class projects. Students advance their 
language skills through real-life communication, cultural interactions and integrated 
technology.

● Abundant communicative activities
● All new culture content tied to Products, Practices, Perspectives
● 21st-century vocabulary that is relevant and fun for teens to learn
● Connections to other disciplines such as: Math, Art, Science, and Architecture
● Opportunities for project-based learning and assessment
● New modern and engaging design
● Use of real photographs to illustrate new vocabulary

Deutsch Passport 
Digital Overview
 Table of Contents

German I      Last Adopted: 2013-14

Current Reality:
-Outdated language and visual information

-Online enrichment resources have been 
permanently removed by the publisher

-eBook licenses have expired

Rationale for selection: 
The German language is constantly evolving; 
incorporating and utilizing new terms from 
areas such as technology, fashion, music, and 
pop culture. This new edition provides 
materials that reflect such changes in language 
and culture. Likewise, our students’ interests 
have changed and this textbook provides 
varied activities to better engage them. For 
example, there are numerous audio files, 
videos, and robust online content, in addition 
to more traditional exercises and texts. The 
online content provides ample opportunity for 
both student enrichment and remediation in a 
readily accessible format. 

https://www.emcschool.com/technology/passport/
https://www.emcschool.com/technology/passport/
https://ngl.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=4294918395+201&Ntk=P_EPI&Ntt=1809456330178507079820190516203846707&Ntx=mode%2Bmatchallpartial&title=new_us&homePage=false
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Questions?

OHS World Language Area Coordinator- 
Melissa Samluk



German IV & AP



KALEIDOSKOP, 9th Edition features a flexible four-skills, student-centered approach that 
promotes communication and focuses on the literature and culture of the German-speaking 
world. KALEIDOSKOP is both a cultural and literary reader (Lektuere with 10 Themen), and a 
comprehensive review of grammar (Kapitel). This edition also features a fully integrated short film 
(Kurzfilm) in every other chapter. Reading plays an important role in this text, with exercises for 
listening, speaking, and writing revolving around the wide range of authentic reading selections. 
The self-contained grammar section (Grammatik) allows instructors to work with the grammar 

topics in whatever order they choose.

Kaleidoskop 
Textbook Overview

German IV & AP      Last Adopted: 2012-13
Current Reality:
-Outdated language, culture and diversity
-No online textbooks or supplemental materials

Rationale for selection: 
Due to globalization and the increasingly tighter interconnectedness of the world, the 
German language is constantly evolving, incorporating new terms from areas such as 
technology and pop culture. The 9th edition addresses these changes by providing 
materials that incorporate these changes in vocabulary and content. Our students’ 
interests have changed and the textbook has updated its’ authentic materials to 
greater engage students. The delivery of the content reflect our students’ changing 
learning styles and better integrates the district-provided student computers. For 
example, they will have online access to an eBook and course audio. The online 
content also provides ample opportunity for both student enrichment and remediation. 
Having this textbook and supplemental materials will significantly increase our 
students’ ability to successfully pass the AP German exam and enhance their overall 
language-learning experience.  

https://www.cengage.com/c/kaleidoskop-9e-moeller/9781305629530PF/?filterBy=Higher-Education
https://www.cengage.com/c/kaleidoskop-9e-moeller/9781305629530PF/?filterBy=Higher-Education
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Questions?

OHS World Language Area Coordinator- 
Melissa Samluk



In Conclusion

● All of these proposed textbooks have been approved by the District Advisory 
Council.

● This presentation will be posted online for parents to view and explore the 
materials for two weeks.

● Tonight is focused on the curriculum content, not the funding at this point.
● At the June 1 meeting we will be seeking approval of the textbooks.
● We will prioritize the approved textbooks by critical needs for the Board of 

Education to consider when allocating funds. 


